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Minutes of the Sixth Annual General Meeting of:   
West Berkshire Heritage Forum 

held on:  16th May 2017 at Pangbourne Village Hall 
Present:  Committee: Anthony Pick (Chair); Cllr Adrian Edwards; Teresa King 

(Vice Chair); Sue Ellis (Secretary); Isobel McLean; Rosie Nurick; Sarah 
Orr; Graham Smith;  (full list of attendees below) 

 
 Action 
1. APOLOGIES 

Anne Budd (WBHF); David Clow (WBHF Treasurer); Duncan Coe 
(WBHF Panellist); Fiona Hope Berkshire Gardens Trust; Tony 
Higgott (WBHF Panellist);Paul James (WBC); Dave Stubbs (WBHF 
Assessor);  

 

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS AGM HELD ON 17TH MAY 2016 AND 
MATTERS ARISING 
Anthony Pick in the Chair.  
Anthony Pick welcomed those present to the eighth annual general 
meeting of the Forum. Proposed by Anthony Pick that the minutes 
of the last AGM were accepted, seconded Jonathan Sayers. The 
minutes of the meeting held on 17th May 2016 were AGREED and 
signed. 

There were no matters arising not on the Agenda. 

 
 

 

3. CHAIR’S REPORT 
                           
Anthony Pick presented the background to the formation of the 
Forum and its membership of heritage societies and town and 
parish councils, and explained its purpose and activities – to 
exchange information between members on heritage activities, 
exchange information ideas and concerns with West Berkshire 
Council’s Heritage and Conservation Officers, to engage in common 
heritage projects and to champion heritage across West Berkshire.  

The committee has four officers (Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and 
Treasurer) and currently five additional voting members as well as 
five ex-officio representatives from the Council, (Sarah Orr, Paul 
James, Debra Inston, Dennis Greenway and Ruth Howard), and the 
Heritage Champion, Cllr Edwards, all of whom participate in 
meetings but do not vote.  

Typical heritage interests and activities include articles and reports 
on heritage, running or supporting exhibitions, conferences and 
open days, the erection of heritage monuments and plaques, 
Conservation Area Appraisals, dendro-dating and correction of 
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listing particulars, organising heritage walks, and identification of 
listed buildings at risk. Anthony Pick explained that the work of the 
Heritage Working Group on the Newbury Town Council included 
some aspects of this work, and asked that information on such work 
by Parish or Town Councils or by heritage societies be passed to 
the Secretary for inclusion on the Forum website. 

In the last year the Heritage Forum has held a Local Listing Panel 
on 22nd September 2016, proposing the Listing of three heritage 
properties in Newbury, the Pangbourne Police station, and five 
water pumps along the Bath Road in Thatcham, has supported and 
attended the Heritage Roadshow at West Berkshire Museum on 
22nd April, and is now hoping to assist with a refresh of the Historic 
Environment Action Plan (the HEAP). 

Anthony Pick explained the background to the setting up of the 
Local Listing process, and the way in which the process operates, 
with submissions by trained assessors, an independent Panel of at 
least four experts to assess submissions, and then a final approval 
by the Council’s Head of Planning. Heritage assets are considered 
for the Local List on a range of aspects including history, local 
character, local connection, architecture, integrity and local value. 
Following the recent approval of the assets proposed by the Panel 
at the meeting in September, there are currently twenty Locally List 
ed assets, the Newbury War Memorial, which was Locally Listed in 
2014, having been formally approved for National Listing at Grade 
II. Amongst the heritage assets on the List are a former library and a 
former ‘picture palace’, two sets of almshouses, two police station 
buildings, two milestones, three war memorials, five water pumps, 
and several heritage buildings across the district. 

A further Local Listing panel is being arranged for June, with assets 
to be considered including the Bucklebury Cemetery Chapel, the 
Fire Plane on Greenham Common, the site of Jack of Newbury’s 
property at 22 Northbrook Street, the Gun Pub, and the White Hart 
Inn in Hamstead Marshall. He encouraged the members present to 
consider new assets for Local Listing, and explained that the Forum 
can assist in preparing a submission. 

Membership of the Forum is free. Originally its start up costs were 
funded by £1,500 from Greenham Common Trust. £325 was 
donated to the Forum in 2014, and £75 in 2016, but further 
donations or grants will be needed in the future.  

Anthony Pick also explained that Newbury Town Council has been 
erecting Blue Heritage Plaques to commemorate personalities, 
places, industries and events. Five Plaques have been erected so 
far. Following an enquiry from a resident in one of the villages, he 
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suggested that the Blue Plaque scheme might be extended by the 
Heritage Forum to the whole of West Berkshire. 

This proposal was discussed by those present at the meeting. There 
is no regulatory body for Blue Plaque schemes although guidance 
on commemorative plaques is supplied by English Heritage. 
Graham Smith pointed out that the Newbury Society also covers 
Greenham and Speen and could supplement costs for a plaque in 
those areas. Sue Ellis noted that Thatcham Town Council is 
currently considering a Blue Plaque scheme in Thatcham.  

It was AGREED that Anthony Pick will investigate this proposal 
further and pass on guidance to the Forum members, with a view to 
supporting a scheme across the district. 

4. TREASURER’S REPORT 
David Clow had given his apologies for the meeting, and Sue Ellis 
presented the report. The Forum has very few outgoings but no 
income beyond donations at present. In 2016-17 it spent £207 and 
received a donation of £25. 
 
Annual Statement of Accounts 
Balance brought forward from last AGM               £707.45 
Cash being cleared and not accounted for in above              £82.00 
 
 
EXPENDITURE 
 
DP Registration                                                            £35.00 
Dr N Young (website hosting)                                      £42.00 
BALH (insurance, public liability cover)   2016/17        £65.00 
BALH (insurance, public liability cover)   2017/18        £65.00 
 

                                                                                      £207.00 
INCOME 

                           
Friends of Newtown Road Cemetery - donation            £25.00                   
 
                                                                                       £25.00 
 
Balance IN            £25.00 
Balance OUT      £207.00                                                                 
Balance at end of March 2017  £607.45 
 
Held as cash in Bank. 
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Accounts were APPROVED subject to auditing. 
The Heritage Forum spends very little on administration. The main 
costs are registration for data protection, the cost of the website, 
and public liability insurance. 
Donations from Members Societies and Organisations are very 
welcome. 
David Clow, Hon Treasurer 13/05/2017 

  

5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE  
All officers and members of the Committee stood down. 
Anthony Pick explained that all the officers have agreed to serve 
again in their existing posts, and all the remaining Members have 
agreed to serve again on the Committee (Alex Godden left West 
Berkshire Council at the start of 2017). The ex-officio Members sit 
on the Committee by virtue of their roles in the Council. In the 
absence of any other nominations the officers and Members are 
declared elected. No other nominations being received, the 
following officers  and members of the Committee were elected 
unopposed en bloc.  
Officers 
Anthony Pick – Chair 
Teresa King – Vice Chair 
Sue Ellis – Secretary 
David Clow (Treasurer) 
Committee Members 
Graham Smith (Canal Trust) 
Isobel MacLean (BARG) 
Rosie Nurick  
Phil Wood (Newbury District Field Club) 
Anne Budd (Hamstead Marshall) 
Anthony Pick asked for all in favour to signify this and all voting 
Members AGREED to the election of the Committee. 

6. AOB 
Anthony Pick expressed his thanks to all the Committee for their 
work to date. 
There was no further business and the AGM business concluded at 
8.00pm.  
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The business of the meeting was followed by a film ‘The Secret Life 
of  Father Thames’, made by a local film maker, Nick Brazil. The film 
followed the Thames from source to Pangbourne, and Nick Brazil 
took questions afterwards about how he had made the film. This 
was followed by refreshments. 
The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

  
 
 
 
Attendees: 
 
Anthony Pick (WBHF/Newbury Society) 
Cllr Adrian Edwards (Newbury Town Council & West Berkshire Heritage Champion) 
Teresa King (WBHF) 
Sue Ellis (WBHF) 
Isobel MacLean (WBHF) 
Rosie Nurick (WBHF) 
Graham Smith (WBHF/Kennet & Avon Canal Trust) 
Sarah Orr (West Berkshire Archaeology) 
Cllr Alan Booth (Speen PC) 
Cllr Geoff Mayes (Beech Hill PC) 
Cllr David Wood (Theale PC) 
Wynne Frankum (Bucklebury PC) 
Hilary Cairns (Bucklebury PC) 
David Southgate (Bucklebury PC) 
Dr Peter Wardle (WBHF Assessor/Panellist) 
Jonathan Sayers (WBHF Assessor) 
Nick Ellis 
 
 
 
 
 


